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HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?

While the City is committed to constructing the base 
greenway, the proposed enhancements such as benches and 
seating areas will only be realized through donations and 
sponsorship by members of the community. This is where 

you come in as a community builder: the opportunity to 
contribute towards numerous enhancements along the 3m 

wide multi-use route. Through community contributions 
and donations from individuals and local businesses, the 

City will provide a range of amenities such as wider sidewalks, more street trees and 
street furniture such as benches, bike racks and water fountains, pedestrian lighting, 
improved crosswalks, traffic calming devices and public artworks. This is also an 

opportunity to recognize a loved-one or commemorate a special event with friends  
or family.

By contributing, you will be making a difference and helping to build a better  
Green Necklace for our children today and for future generations.

being part of a lasting legacy

Find out more by visiting www.greennecklace.org

Engineering Parks + Environment
City of North Vancouver

141 West 14th Street
North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1H9

Tel: 604-983-7333
Fax: 604-985-8439

www.cnv.org

Become a community builder and help make our city 
better for generations to come. imagine

City Greenways
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The Green Necklace is a planned 
7 km long multi-use trail that will
form a continuous loop around the
centre of the city. It will link several
important city parks, public spaces
and natural  habitats ,  providing
enhanced access for pedestrians,
inline skaters and cyclists alike.

The Green Necklace will offer
something for everyone, from
local children being able to safely ride
their bikes to their friends’ homes off
the busy streets, to the teenager who
currently has nowhere to inline skate,

to families and seniors being able to
more easily reach local parks and
shops on foot. The Green Necklace
will also provide enhanced access for
people with disabilities.

Joggers and recreational cyclists will
appreciate the continuous 7 km of
trails and bikeways, linking into the
larger citywide greenway network.

N ature lovers will appreciate the
access to forests, creeks, ravines and
enhanced natural habitat corridors.

The City of North Vancouver is  implementing the first phase of
a major urban greenway project, the Green Necklace. 

the City of North Vancouver’s Greenways Newsletter
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Background
The City of North Vancouver’s Parks + Greenways Strategic Plan was developed through a
series of public consultation events in 2001 and endorsed by City Council in March 2002.
The plan was incorporated into the City’s Official Community Plan in 2002. An imple-
mentation strategy, outlining a 20 year vision for the development of a City-wide greenway
system, was approved in September 2002 and recommended the Green Necklace be the
focus of greenway development leading up to the City’s Centennial in 2007. The detail
design on the first phase of the Green Necklace is currently underway. This work is focused
on the area around Victoria Park and Keith Rd Blvd.

On-line Greenway resources
N arrated Fly-through of the entire Green Necklace and Digital modeling of
Phase One can be viewed at www.cnv.org.

D i g i t a l  C o m mu n i c a t i o n s

Promotional

“  To create  a  l inked sys tem o f  parks  and greenways
  that  ba lances recreat iona l  use of  parks and streets
  with sustainable ecological and transportation objectives,
  and  to  contr ibute  to  commun i ty  pr ide  dur ing  the
  2007  Centenn ia l  Ce lebra t ion . ”

Phase One - Victoria Park

A 2D digital fly over of the entire Green Necklace route was created using a base orthophoto of
the City and then digitally superimposing in
the new design plans.  An informative and
exciting narrated video tour was produced. 

D e s i g n
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From archived document A Great Port 1907; a different perspective on Open Space
‘The pol icy adopted of clear ing away the forest pr ior to sel l ing the ground has also had
a great effect on summer temperatures by opening the city area to natural venti lation. . .
The The clear ing exempts residents from the injur ious breath of decaying vegetation. . .’

Green
Necklace

Green
Necklace

Location & Significance

T h e  L a n d s c a p e  A r c h i t e c t  a l s o
was  charged wi th  oversee ing  and
c o o rd i n a t i n g  t h e  ‘ G r e e n wa y s  3 D
Modeling, Communications & Marketing’
i nvo lv ing  a  mul t id i sc ip l inar y  team
o f  g r aph i c  a r t i s t s , 3D  an ima t i on
exper t s , p l anner  and  wr i te r. 

Digital technology util ized in the Green Necklace
sets a new and unique standard of communication
and illustration of a project. This project represents
an init iative which others can refer to and adopt.

This 7km greenway route encircles Central Lonsdale
in the City of North Vancouver.  The multi-use path,
separate from the street, will be accommodated 
through road narrowing and sensitively integrating
within existing parks and boulevards.

New technologies and innovative communication tools
for public consultation and marketing. The development
of high tech digital fly throughs, 3D animations, websites
and  marke t i n g  h a s  g i ven  L and s c ape  Arch i t e c t s  a n
opportunity to practice and lead in new and emerging
areas of the profession.
    

The 1907 town p lan for  Ci ty  o f  Nor th Vancouver  env is ioned
a system of parks within walking distance of a dense urban core,
estab l i sh ing  the green lungs  o f  the communi ty.
Over t ime this vis ion has been partial ly lost but not forgotten. 
One hundred years later the City is planning to renew this vision
with the Green Necklace project .

Historical Roots

The future v i s ion o f  the Ci ty ’s  parks  extends
beyond the park boundar y  and cons iders  the
ro l e  a l l  pub l i c  l a nd s  p l ay  i n  t he  C i t y ’s  open
space system. A major par t of  this publ ic land
i s  t he  s t ree t  s y s tem ; t here fore  pa r t s  o f  t he
street  system may need to be integrated and
adapted with the parks system to become l inear
‘greenways ’ .

is the beginning of the City of North Vancouver Parks and Greenway system,
the goal of which is:

9th and Lonsdale

Bold yet elegant this plan identif ied several unique
f e a t u re s  a n d  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  b y  a
continuous green loop.  The Green Necklace wi l l
bring these spaces back into civic play by linking them
and enhancing their access to the wider community. 

I n  2003  the  C i t y  o f  Nor th  Vancouver  Counc i l  endorsed  a  p l an  recommend ing
the  Green  Neck l ace  be  the  focus  o f  g reenway  deve lopment  l e ad ing  up  to  the
City ’s  Centenn ia l  in  2007 . V ic tor ia  Park  be ing  the centre  p iece o f  the  neck lace
wi l l  be the focus of  Phase 1. Construct ion of  the f irst  phase begins in ear ly 2005
to  be  comp le te  by  m id -year  2005 .

F itt ing a greenway into an exist ing c ity is  a chal lenge . Roads, s idewalks ,
bu i ld ings  and parks  a l ready ex is t , wi th l i t t le  room for other e lements . 
The Green Necklace des ign teams have been ab le  to create a  pathway
that  sa fe ly  connect  the  var ious  parks  and open spaces  o f  the  Ci ty  by
carefully redesigning roads, boulevards and parks. Integrating stormwater
improvements, traffic calming and landscape upgrades adds to the ecological
health & livability of the project and the neighborhoods it passes through.  

L and s c ape  Arch i t e c t s  work i n g  i n  today ’s  i ndu s t r y  s hou l d  l ook  to  no t  on l y  c re a t i ve l y   
so l ve  the  prob lems  o f  des i gn  and  cons t ruc t ion  bu t  a l so  be  ab l e  to  engage  and  de l i ve r
mu l t i -med i a  and  mu l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  produc t .

The Landscape Arch i tect  embraced innovat ive  technolog ies , best  management  pract ices ,
e f f e c t i ve  commun i c a t i on , p romoted  s u s t a i n ab l i l t y  a nd  i l l u s t r a t ed  t he  expand i n g  ro l e
o f  L a n d s c ap e  A rc h i t e c t u re .

A 3D Model of Phase 1 with new detailed landscape design plans was
constructed providing unl imited vir tual views of parks & greenway
plans. An animated tour provided clear i l lustration of the proposed
Phase 1 sect ion .  Th is  i s  a  va luab le  tool  for  p lanners , des igners ,
cur ious  pub l ic  and poss ib le  sponsors .

The  f l y  t h ro u g h  a n d  a n i m a t i on s  a re  a c c e s s i b l e  on  t h e  Green
Neck l a c e  we b s i t e

The cost of adapting streets and parks for recreation use
and providing environmental upgrades of such a greenway
are high. Budgets for initial phases of the project have been
secured, however, the entire Greenway Plan is financially
ambitious and outside funding will need to be secured to
see the projects completed at the level that is envisioned. 

It was essential at the local level that this new greenway
in i t i a t i ve  be  accompan ied  by  a  we l l  thought  out  and
execu ted  program o f  p romot ion  and  pub l i c i t y. Th i s
i s  requ ired to educate and exc i te  res idents  o f  a  new
facility and to promote responsible and regular use of it.

The Landscape Architect lead the development of marketing and promotional materials and implemented
a strategy that will engage partners and sponsors in the growth of the Green Necklace.  
 

Philanthropy www.GreenNecklace.org

The webpage is designed to be a source of public information, 
communication and interaction. An important Multi Media
Marketing tool G r e e n N e c k l a c e . o r g  contains a wealth of
information about the Green Necklace including a narrated
fly-over video of the project, 3D digital animation movies and
modeling of Phase 1, site maps, downloadable newsletters and
brochures, historical information and project status updates.
Within the site there is also a ‘philanthropy section’ for the
purpose of fund-raising. 

visit us at www.GreenNecklace.org 
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T h e  i d e a  o f  a  g re e n w ay  i s  a  ren ewed
l and s c ape  concep t  f rom  t he  19 th  and
ear ly  20th  centur ies  and i t  i s  sweep ing
across North America . Many c i t ies have
already implemented impressive greenway
n e t w o r k s , w h i l e  o t h e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o
deve lop comprehens ive greenway p lans
o f  t h e i r  ow n .

The City of North Vancouver is implementing
the first phase of a major urban greenway
project. It is called the Green Necklace, and is
destined to become a city treasure, cherished by
its residents and coveted by other communities. 

Welcome
The Green Necklace is  a  mult i -use walk , run
and bike path des igned to l ink severa l  of  the
c i ty  parks  and publ ic  spaces . These prec ious
“ jewels are current ly  scattered, unconnected
throughout the c ity. To have such a greenway
i s  not  new to  the  c i ty.  I t  da tes  back  to  the
or ig ina l  1907 town plan which env is ioned an
alternative route around the city, providing its
res idents  w i th  sa fe , conven ient  t rave l .  The
Green Necklace is a renewed, romantic v is ion
of the old greenway plans , with the potent ia l
to prov ide a  un iquely, endur ing character to
t h e  c o m mu n i t y.         ( ( C A )  D L  E r i c k s o n )
   

B u i l d i n g  on  th i s  v i s i onar y  p l an  a l so  honours  the  C i t y ’s  her i t a ge
and i ts  h i s tor ica l  evolut ion from an i so lated water front  industr ia l
l o c a t i on  i n to  a  bu r geon i n g , comp l e t e  u rban  commun i t y.

This large, multi-phased urban greenway project has
been underway since 2001 when initial planning and
public consultation on a City-wide greenway system
was under taken.  This  resulted in the Parks and
Greenways Strategic Plan (adopted by the City Council
and incorporated in the City Official Community Plan in
2002), a document that outlines a 20 year vision for
greenway development in the City. 

has under taken a lead role in  the
planning, design and the beginning
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e e n
N e c k l a c e .

The role of the Landscape Architect was
brought to a new level of integrating
and ut i l iz ing new technologies and
innovative communication techniques.
It illustrates the role of the Landscape
Architect adapting to and leading in
new technologies.

The concept of greenways, and the
significant changes to City streets and
parks to achieve them, needed to be
communicated to residents in a manner
that is accessible.’ Hence, there was a
focus on digital fly through, 3D animation
and website development.

The City’s Off icial  Community Plan is considering goals that
ref lect the words:

‘livable, sustainable. diverse & complete community’. 

These concepts balance social, environmental and
economic object ives .  Their  success re l ies  on
integrat ion of many di f ferent factors. The role
of parks in contributing to these goals wil l also
involve careful integration of the parks system
with other systems – including land use , social
interact ion, transportat ion, and environmental
systems.

The Green Ways
Ecological enhancements have been integrated into the design of the adjacent open spaces, 
boulevards and streets. Infi ltration of stormwater is a key goal behind these enhancements
which are being demonstrated in several ways: pervious paving, rain gardens and bio-swales. 
             Although the technologies and techniques
             used in the rain gardens and bioswales are
             not new to the region they have typical ly
             been executed in a more naturalistic fashion
             and context.

A row of lawn basins along the south edge of the park which drain the sloping lawn areas needed to be
relocated to make way for the multi-use pathway. This presented an opportunity to redesign how storm water
was managed on the site. The resulting feature was based on a precedent from Parc des Lilas in Val de Marne,
France. The design team felt the ‘flower canal’ element in that park successfully integrated this stormwater
management feature into a more ‘cultured’ park setting, and that this design approach could be adapted for
use in Victoria Park. 

The Green Necklace represents a s igni f icant contribution toward a
better environment and a more sustainable community by emphasizing
walking and cycling over driving and including innovative storm water
management techniques. Many components of the Green Necklace will put
more ‘green’ in the urban fabric of the City.

The resulting design is a bioswale that feeds into a rain garden, involving planting with inundation and drought
tolerant flowering plants which are regionally appropriate and architecturally defined by low concrete retaining
walls. When the rain garden fills, it overflows through a shallow channel across a seating area, spanning one of the
formal pathways and the staircase to the cenotaph. The channel then empties into another rain garden, mirroring the first.

The Donor Catalogue is a catalogue of sponsor-able items in a range of dollar f igures.
This l ist of phi lanthropic opportunit ies avai lable for contribution include: 
benches, trees, drinking fountains, bikeracks, public art projects. . .
The Catalogue wil l  be avai lable in both print and vir tual(Web and CD) format. 

The Landscape Architect

City  of  Nor th Vancouver  Future  Greenway systems

Context  Map

A spec ia l  brochure was deve loped spec i f ica l ly  to encourage res idents  and bus iness
par t ic ipat ion in  the Green Necklace deve lopment . 

3D st i l l s  f rom the Phase 1  3D animated tour s

2D Dig i ta l  F lyover  ~  Narrated V ideo

V i c to r i a  P a r k  b e i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a nd  h i s t o r i c a l  h e a r t  o f  t h e  C i t y ’s  p a r k  s y s t em  h a s  t a ken  on  a
t r a d i t i o n a l  E n g l i s h  c h a r a c t e r. I n t roduc i n g  more  c on t emp or a r y  l a n d s c ap e  ap p ro a c h e s , s u c h  a s  r a i n
ga rdens  and  b io - swa l e s , i n to  th i s  l andscape  ha s  i t s  r i s k s . V i c tor i a  Pa rk  and  i t s  cu l t u red  se t t i n g  i s  h i gh l y
v a l ued  by  re s i den t s  o f  t he  C i t y  a s  i t  i s  hos t  to  impor t an t  commun i t y  even t s . Any  i n te r ven t ion  i n to  the  pa rk
by  componen t s  o f  t h e  Green  Neck l a c e  mus t  be  re spec t f u l  o f  t h i s  s en t imen t .

P u b l i c  a r t  w i l l  h e l p  m a i n t a i n  a n d  e n h a n c e  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l , t r a d i t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l , e n v i ro n m e n t a l  a n d
s o c i a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c i t y.  T h e  C i t y ’s  P u b l i c  A r t  M a s t e r  P l a n , e n c o u r a g e s  a l l  m a j o r  C i t y  c ap i t a l  p ro j e c t s
to  h ave  a  pub l i c  a r t  componen t . The  Green  Neck l a c e  w i l l  i n t e g r a t e  c re a t i ve  pub l i c  a r t  a l on g  i t ’s  rou t e  and
i n to  t he  open  s p a ce s  i t  connec t s . The  pha se  1  a r t  p i e ce  w i l l  t e l l  a  s t o r y  o f  t r an s i t i on  f rom  dependence  on
fo re s t s  t o  t he  ro l e  o f  re c re a t i on  and  s t eward sh i p  t h a t  ou r  p a r k s  a nd  open  s p a ce s  p l ay  now.  

Por t ion of  Grading and Layout  P lans

Rain Garden Construct ion Detai l

Summary Commun ica t ion  Component s  &  Work f low
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Dave Hutch, BCSLA, CSLA

Greg Bartle , BLA,  Parks Technician

Or i g i n  Des i g n

Ch i nook  P roduc t i on s

Urban  Fo rum

Je remy  Burrows  Crea t i ve


